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“The West Street
Well

Monday 4th August, 2014 at 11am
atthe Well (beside the War Memorial)

Dedication of this Well which supplied Belford with 4
for centuries and Service to mark the centenary
the outbreak of World War |-
After the dedicati ill be invited to plac®
tion you will be invited & z
Personal tributes on the Well, (some popPies Wik
provided).

Look argyng Then if you wish to...

m which il

include som our Hidden History museu | War.

e memorabilia from the First

j Then...
E,,’,‘,‘,OY a FREE buffet lunch, courtesy of Belf‘:fya
nity Group, which will be provided 0 ev
in the Community Club-
ome to go straight into t

d food will be served from

) Letus make this a special 0

D remember in Belford:
ghe funding project has come frorl monel and
Bl View 1 e e gefora Communi Lo
village War
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Communities come together
o remember outbreak of war

HELEN MILLICHAMP
AND KIRSTY SMYTH
advertisernews@tweeddalepress.co.uk

ommunities
acrossnorth
Northumberland
came together to
mark the cente-
nary of the First World War.

Poignant services, trib-
utes, exhibitions and red-
edications were held at war
memorials, churches and
village halls to mark the mo-
ment Britain joined the war,
which claimed many hun-
dreds of thousands of lives.

In Belford, a special dedi-
cation ceremony was held at
the West Street well, by the
village’s war memorial. Per-
sonal tributes and poppies
were also left at the wellin
memory of the fallen.

A commemorative plaque
marking the history of the
_rellwas unveiled by Belford
=it ent Enid Dewhirst,
>ently celebrated her

“iday.

~er, chairman
~nnity Trust

7102 ‘pLIsnbny ‘Aepsany] yn 09'smau.

The well dedication at Belford.

and coordinator of the resto-
ration project, explained that
the well had supplied water
tovillagers for centuries
before falling into a decrepit
and forlorne condition.

Thanks to a group effort
ithasnow beenrestored to
honour Belford’s men who
went to war.

On Holy Island churches
together with the Maryg-
ate Singers and a congrega-
tion of families and visitors
attended a special service of
commemoration.

Led by the Northum-
brian pipes, they then made
their way to the war memo-
rialwhere a presentation of
thanksgiving from the com-
munity was made, followed
by atrumped rendering of
The Last Post.

Branxton marked the
100th anniversary of Great
Britain’s entry into the First
‘World War with a ceremony
paying tribute to the men
from Branxton and the sur-
rounding area who served in
the Great War.

Anew plaque bearing the
names of pupils who had at-
tended the village school at
Branxton had been placed
on thevillage green. These
namesrepresent 53 young
men who served in the Great
‘War, including eight who
were killed.

The family names which
are most prominent are Pat-
terson, Fairnington, Ainslie
and Rankin.

Branxton School was
closed in 1965, but the origi-
nal memorial plaque has
been saved. Thisis not suf-
ficiently weatherproofto
be displayed outside,and a
modern version has been
made by The Osprey Com-
pany in Coldstream.

The unveiling of the
plaque by Muriel Brattisani
(nee Fairnington), whose
two grandfathers names are
listed, was attended by some
20 people from the village, in-
cluding Val Ainslie. Mrs Ain-
slie brought a photograph
of three Ainslie boys, allin
uniform, one of whom was
killed, to add faces to three of
the names.

Members of the public laid poppies at Belford’s West Street well.
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